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KEONE’ULA ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
91-970KaileoleaDrive, EwaBeach,HI 96706

SchoolNumber: (808)689-1380

October9, 2012

‘~

TheHonorableIkaika Anderson,Chair )C~)

andMembersofthePlanningCommittee a—I

City and CountyofHonolulu J, ~

530SouthKing Street,Room202 __

Honolulu,Hawaii 96813 Z

Re: Bill 65-AdoptingtheRevised‘Ewa DevelopmentPlan

TheHonorableIkaikaAnderson,ChairandMembers:

Goodmorning,ChairAnderson. I amEileenHirota,PrincipalofKeone’ulaElementary
Schoollocatedin the OceanPointeresidentialsubdivision,aHASEKO (Ewa) Inc. Ewa
Beach,Hawaii development.I amsubmittingthis testimonyin supportof HASEKO
(Ewa), Inc.’s proposalto developarecreationallagoon. Thedevelopmentofthis lagoon
wouldnotpreventthefuturedevelopmentof amarina.

As is characteristicofHASEKO‘s approachto thedevelopmentofany majorproject,
theyhavecommissionedan economicstudyby PaulBrewbakerof TZ Economicsto
reviewthefeasibilityofthedevelopmentof this lagoon. Theresultsof this studyindicate
no negativeeconomicimpacton thecommunitynornegativeimpacton thesustainability
of economicexpansion. Further,theircommunicationswith thevariousstakeholders,
waterfrontdesigners,potentialhotel operators,andvery importantly, currentandfuture
residents,neighborsandcommunityorganizationsindicateexcitementandpositive
feedbackon thedevelopmentoftherecreationallagoon.

HASEKOis committingto providingpublic accessto this lagoon,to thepromenade,as
well asaccessto culturalandarchaeologicalsitesandcommercialactivity areas. This
recreationallagoonwill notonly provideaplacefor families,friendsandvisitors to
enjoy,it will alsogenerateemploymentopportunitiesin the ‘Ewa region.

Why shouldanelementaryschoolprincipalbecomeso excitedaboutthedevelopmentof
this lagoon,you mayask? First andforemost,I am an educator,thus,thepromotionand
thedevelopmentof life-long learnersamongall ofour studentsis paramountto my
purposeasaneducator. Studentsdo not learnsimply byreading;they learnby doing,
seeingandtouching. Thepossibilityofhow studentscanview thedevelopmentof a
lagoonin theirimmediateenvironment,howtheycanunderstandthesignificanceof this

MISC. COM. 2463

zP



508—689—139S 09:12:13a.m. 10—09—2012 3/3

TheHonorableIkaikaAnderson,Chair
andMembersofthePlanningCommission

October9, 202
Page2

developmentandhowit contributesto theirlifestyleis excitingandtruly a“hands-on”
approachto learningfor them.

Theentireproject,the lagoon,thepromenade,theculturalcenter,all contributeto real-
life learning. And this developmentwould becomeareality within thenextfour years,
not twentyyearsfrom now! I easilyenvisionaKupunaworkingwith ourstudentsand
tying in thepastwith thepresentandwith thefuture...ahands-onapproachto learning.

Truelife-long learnerstakein theenvironmentandinfusethis environmentinto their
readings.Wordsbecomerealities,realitiesbecomedreams,anddreamscreatefuture
leaders.And this, for measan educator,is rewarding!

I fully supportHASEKO(Ewa) Inc.’s proposalfor thedevelopmentofarecreational
lagoon. Theyhavecommissionedastudywhoseresultshavebeen,simplystated,
positive. HASEKO’srevisedproposaldoesnotmakesubstantivechangesto the
DepartmentofPlanningandPermitting’sproposedamendment.Therequested‘Ewa
DevelopmentPlanamendmentsdo notconflictwith theCity’s GeneralPlan,SectionVII
PhysicalDevelopmentandUrbanDesignObjectiveC Policy 6, which callsfor the ‘Ewa
MarinaCommunityto provide“a majormarinaandarelatedman-timecommercial
centercontaininglight-industrial,commercial,andvisitor accommodationuses.”

Basically,thisrevisedproposalto developarecreationallagooncontributesto theoverall
valueofthe ‘Ewaregion. As statedby HASEKO, “OahuandEwaBeachwill havea
recreationalresourcethat is unprecedentedin Hawaii.”

Verysincerely,

EileenY. Hirota,Principal
Keone’ulaElementarySchool


